
 

Report-back:  

1st Reliability Maintenance Webinar for South Africa 

Reliability Maintenance for Boilers and Associated Power Plant 

 

Date: 7 December 2021     Time: 12h00 to 14h30 SAST     Platform: Zoom Webinar     Cost: Free-of-charge 

Hosted by: 

EE Business Intelligence  

Supported by: 

Eskom, Sasol, EPRI, Babcock and ACTOM 

Moderated by:  

Chris Yelland, managing director, EE Business Intelligence. 

Opening keynote address by: 

Jan Oberholzer, COO, Eskom 

Synopsis 

Even as South Africa transitions to a low carbon future, whatever the technologies employed, a culture of 

proper reliability maintenance of all plant is needed, including coal-fired power stations, boilers and associated 

power generation equipment, throughout the plant lifecycle. 

To execute reliability maintenance by the book, issues such as aging plant, inadequate reserve margin and 

financial constraints will be covered, together with the need for adequate forward planning, partnering with 

OEMs, availability of spares, and local skills and capacity development. 

The webinar will ask and answer the questions as to why it is important to maintain the cycles of maintenance 

and reduce downtime of boiler and auxiliary plant systems, and how to get this done. 

After an opening keynote address by Jan Oberholzer, COO, Eskom, 20-minute presentations were given by: 
 

• Lungile Mashele, Energy Specialist and Consultant 

• Kent Coleman, Manager, Boiler Life and Availability Improvement, EPRI, USA 

• Mike Rossouw, Engineering management Specialist and Consultant 
 
Thereafter 5-minute opening statements were made by: 
 
 

http://www.eebi.co.za/
https://www.eskom.co.za/
https://www.sasol.com/
https://www.epri.com/
https://www.babcock.co.za/
https://www.actom.co.za/


• Rightwell Laxa, Senior Vice President, Sasolburg and Ekandustria Operations, Sasol 

• Thava Govender, CEO, Babcock Ntuthuko Engineering 

• Ewert Snyman, Engineering Manager, ACTOM / John Thompson Boilers 
 
This was followed by an open panel discussion and Q & A session. 
 
This is the 1st in a series of Reliability Maintenance webinars. Future webinars in the series will cover reliability 

maintenance of turbines and generators in power stations, reliability maintenance of the transmission grid, 

including lines, power transformers, switchgear and substations, as well as maintenance and refurbishment of 

distribution networks and associated equipment.  

Audio/video recording of the webinar 

The audio/video recording of the webinar can be viewed here 

Presentations at the webinar 

Presentation by Jan Oberholzer, Eskom 

Paper by Jan Oberholzer, Eskom 

Presentation by Lungile Mashele, Consultant 

Presentation by Kent Coleman, EPRI 

Presentation by Mike Rossouw, Consultant 

Brochure 

Download the webinar brochure here 

Web page 

View the webinar web page here 

Link to independent media reports 

• Liquidity crunch again held up as key impediment to Eskom’s maintenance roll-out – by Terence Creamer, 

Engineering News, 7 December 2021 

• Eskom’s coal fleet being ‘run into the ground’ says expert - Moneyweb, 8 Dec 2021  

• Eskom runs up R1bn diesel bill in November - by Lisa Steyn, Fin24, 8 December 2021 

• Eskom’s maintenance parts procurement often bogged down by delays from National Treasury, says Utility’s 
Jan Oberholzer – by Banele Ginindza, IOL, 8 December 2021 

• Eskom must switch off these 5 power stations - or South Africa will be switched off – by MyBroadband, 8 
December 2021 

• Eskom is running its coal fleet ‘into the ground’ – by TechCentral, 8 December 2021 
 

Presenters 

Download the presenter biographies and pictures here 

Attendance 
 
Prior to the webinar at 12h00 on Tuesday 7 December 2021, there were 873 online registrations for the 
webinar. Attendance on the day peaked at about 420 attendees. All of the 873 persons who registered to attend 
the webinar will receive this report-back, providing links to view the video recording on demand, and to 
download the presentations. 
 
Further information 
 

For further information, contact: 

Chris Yelland, EE Business Intelligence, Email: chris.yelland@ee.co.za  

https://www.atlantic.co.za/maint1.html
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Presentation-Jan-Oberholzer.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Paper-Jan-Oberholzer.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Presentation-Lungile-Mashele.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Presentation-Kent-Coleman.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Presentation-Mike-Rossouw.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Brochure-1st-Reliability-Maintenance-Webinar.pdf
https://conta.cc/3G0U820
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/liquidity-crunch-again-held-up-as-key-impediment-to-eskoms-maintenance-roll-out-2021-12-07
https://www.moneyweb.co.za/news/south-africa/eskoms-coal-fleet-being-run-into-the-ground-says-expert/
https://www.news24.com/fin24/economy/eskom-runs-up-r1bn-diesel-bill-in-november-20211208
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