
 

 

Report-back on webinar:    
 

Exploring Virtual Power Plant (VPP) Solutions  
for South Africa's Energy Future. 

 
 

Date: 8 July 2026             Time: 10h00 to 12h40 SAST           Platform: Zoom             Cost: Free-of-charge 
 

Hosted by: EE Business Intelligence. 
 
Supported by: Meridian Economics, NODES, Energy Group, Etana Energy, Plentify and Enerchy. 

 
Presenters: 
 
• Opening keynote address: Nic van Doesburgh, Climate Policy & Energy Analyst, Meridian Economics. 

• Presenter 1: Svein Jørgen Sønning, Chief Commercial & Technology Officer, NODES, Norway. 

• Presenter 2: Jason Fairhurst, Director, Energy Group. 

• Presenter 3: Evan Rice, CEO, Etana Energy. 

• Presenter 4: Jon Kornik, CEO, Plentify. 

• Wrap-up: Francis Jackson, Founder, Enerchy 
 

Audio/video recording of the webinar: 
 

• View the audio/video recording of the complete webinar on YouTube here. 

• View the archive of all EE Business Intelligence webinars on YouTube here. 

 
Presentations at the webinar: 
 

• Download presentation by Nic van Diesburgh, Meridian Economics. 

• Download presentation by Svein Jørgen Sønning, NODES, Norway. 

• Download presentation by Jason Fairhurst, Energy Group. 

• Download presentation by Evan Rice, Etana Energy. 

• Download presentation by Jon Jornik, Plentify. 

• Download presentation by Francis Jackson, Enerchy. 
 

http://www.eebi.co.za/
https://meridianeconomics.co.za/
https://nodesmarket.com/
https://engp.co.za/
https://www.etana.energy/
https://plentify.io/
https://enerchy.energy/
https://youtu.be/1dW_VXXAQ9s
http://www.youtube.com/@eepublishers/videos
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/Presentation-Nic-van-Doesburg.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/Presentation-Svein-Jorgen-Sonning.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/Presentation-Jason-Fairhurst.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/Presentation-Evan-Rice.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/Presentation-Jon-Kornik.pdf
https://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/Presentation-Francis-Jackson.pdf


Biographies of presenters and participants: 
 

• Download the biographies of the presenters here. 

 
Background and synopsis 
 
The webinar explored the transformative potential of Virtual Power Plants (VPPs) in South Africa’s evolving 
electricity landscape.  
 
VPPs offer an innovative way to aggregate, optimise and dispatch distributed energy resources (DERs) – 
including large scale BESS; residential, commercial, industrial and mining solar PV and BESS; electric vehicles; 
and demand market response – as if they were a single utility-scale power plant. 
 
The webinar unpacked the latest technologies and business models enabling VPPs, from large scale and mining 
BESS, load curtailment at energy-intensive smelters, real-time control of thousands of household geysers; and 
the coordinated dispatch of residential, commercial, industrial and mining solar-plus-storage systems.  
 
The webinar also examined the future role of bi-directional power flows from electric vehicles and how these 
assets can provide demand response and grid services. 
 
Leading experts explored the policy, regulatory and digital infrastructure requirements to unlock the value of 
VPPs, support grid stability and enhance energy security, including participation with large-scale BES and 
demand flexibility in the emerging South African Wholesale Electricity Market (SAWEM). 
 

Proceedings 
 
After a 20-minute opening keynote address by Nic van Doesburgh of Meridian Economics to contextualise the 
topic, four expert presenters each had 20-minute slots to present on various aspects of the subject of the 
webinar. Thereafter there was a 15-minute wrap-up by Francis Jackson of Enerchy, with some key insights and 
takeaways. This was followed by a 30-minute Q&A session, before closure. 
 

Attendance 
 
Prior to the webinar at 10h00 on Wednesday 8 July 2026, there were 1378 online registrations for the 
webinar, with 739 unique attendees on the day and 611 maximum concurrent attendees. All 1378 persons 
who registered to attend the webinar will receive this report-back, providing links to view the video recording 
on demand, and to download the presenter biographies and presentations. 
 

Further information 
 
For further information from the presenters, contact: 
 

• Nic van Doesburgh, Meridian Economics, nic.vandoesburgh@meridianeconomics.co.za  

• Svein Jørgen Sønning, NODES, Norway, svein.jorgen.sonning@nodesmarket.com  

• Jason Fairhurst, Energy Group, jason@engp.co.za  

• Evan Rice, Etana Energy, evan@etana.energy  

• Jon Kornik, Plentify, jon@plentify.co.za  

• Francis Jackson, Enerchy francis@enerchy.energy  
 
For further information, and for hosting of open energy and electricity sector industry webinars, contact:  
 

• Chris Yelland, managing director, EE Business Intelligence, chris.yelland@ee.co.za 
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